ORATORY AND ORATORS.

A LECTURE BY MR, RALPH WALDO
EMERSON.
POWERS OF FLOQUENCE AND IT8 DISTIN-

GUISHING ELEMENTS~—THE TRUE ORA-
TOR A HERO. '

Mr. Ralph Waldo Emerson delivered a lecturs
trefore his towna.people In Concord. Mass., on Wed-
nesday evemng, this being understood to be theonly
lectare he will deliver this Winter. Wo take the

Tuilowing report of his addreas froimn the Boston Ad-
Yestiser ;

He saad: “I don’t know of any kind of hiatory,
except the event of a battle, to which the people
iisten with more iuterest than to any anecdote of
cioquence, and the wise think it better than the
battle. Itis a triumph of pure power. and it has &
beauniful and prodigious surprise in it.  For men
can see and understand the means by which a bat-
tle i3 gained, They count the armies, they see the
cannon and musketry, the cavairy. the character
aud advantages ot the ground. so that the result is
viten predicted by the observer with great cer-
tainty before the charge 18 aounded. Not
s0o in a court of law, or in a Legislature.
Who Xknows bafore the debate begins what
he preparation and what the wmeans are for
e combatants '  The facts, the reasobning, the
lugic, above all the sentiment, the flame, the passion,
ihe continuous energy of will which is presently to
be let loose on this bench of Judges, oron this mis-
cellunevus assembly gathered m .the streets—
these are all inviaible. nnknown; indeed.much power
iz to be anticipated which is not yet called into ex.
isteuce, Lut is to be suggested on the spot by the un-
oxpected turn things may take at the appearance of
vew evidence, or by an unlooked-for bias in the
Judges or in the audience. It is eminently the
«*t which flourishes—the =art of speech, the
urt ot eluguence is that art which flourishes
il tree  conntries. It is an old proverb
1hat every people has its prophet, aud every claes of
vecple 113 orator. Our cowmmurity rans through
a luug scale of wental power, from the bighest re-
tivement to eavage ignorance. There are not only
tite wants of the intellectual, the learned. the poetic
mwen and women to be met, but also the vast in-
ferests of property, pubiic and private. The min-
ing. the mannfacturing interests, trade, railroads,
»il these must bave their advocates of each im-
provement and each interest. Then the political
cuestions which agitate millions and which flnd or
turm a class of wen, by nature or habit, fit to discuss
sad deal with them und make them intelligible
sud acceptable leaders. Here is one of whom we
Lad uov pote, Lut on a certain .occasion it ap
th:t he has a great virtoe, never suspected; that he
vau paint what bas occurred and what must occur
with such clearness to a company as though they
paw it dope before their eyes. By leading their
thonght he leads their will, and can make them do
gladly what an hour ago they could not believe
Tuevy would be led to do at all. He makea them glad
o angrv, or penitent, at his pleasure; of course
wmakes iriends and fills deaponding men with hope
aud joy. After Sheridan's speech in Parliament
1. Warren Hastings, Mr. Pitt, the Primme Minister,
woved an adjouroment, that the House might re.
cuver from the overpowering eiffect of Sheridan’s
uvrutory—the delight that sudden eloguence gives at
tiLe moment is sorich. An old Greek orator once
s:itd be bad a way w ¢ure the distewspers of men’s
mivds Ly words. The orator is that physician,
w hetlier he speak from the capitol or om a cart; he
is ibe biencfactor that lifta men above themselves
aud creates a higher longing than he satisides.
‘he orator, in fact, is he whom every man is seek-
tuy when be goes into the courts, iute the canven-
livits, 1D(0 the popular aasemtnly—though often
§¢ Lus been with disappointment, yet never giving
ovel the bupe—be tinds bhun, perhaps, in the sen.
wtv. when the furest has cast out some wild,
he:vy-browed bantling, to show the same encrgy
iu tbe cvurt or forum which he had learued 1
<eiving the cattle to the hills or in scramblin
turough thickets in the Winter {rost, or througﬁ
the swump in search of his game. In the fierceness
of hia bruw, in the majesty of his 1nien, nature has
wurked ber soun: and in his artificial and perbhayps
auwurthy place in cowrpany, she reminds you of the
lessons taught bhim 1 early days by the torrent, in
The glovm uvf the pine wowds where he wandered,
1bv companion of the wild birds or the hunter of the
devi.  Ur you may tind him in somee lowly bethel by
t1he seuw-side, where the hard-featured, seared, and
wiinkied Methodist becomes the poet of the sailor
sisberman, while he pours out the abundant streams
ot his thought, torough a language all glit-
1ering and fiery with imagination. A man who
uever knew a8 lookiug-glasa or a criuic; a mwau
whows college course or patronage pever wolded,
whow praise caunot spoil; & mau who carries his
audience LY inlusing his soul into them, who speaks
tv the right of being the person in the assembly
+ uyv has toe most to esy, and 80 makes the other
vcahors appear hittle and cowardly before his face.
} or a titne Lie throws all others into the shade, snd
e very liatener gludly consents to be nothing in his
presence, surprised and carried away in the new
1uod of his elugaence. Who can wonder at the tutlu.
« uce of eloguenice on young and ardent minds?Y Un-
vueiuiiou buye follow uncommuen mern, and 1 thiuk
vvery olie 0f us can remember when our first e
Ticuce mmade us for 8 tme the victim or the worship-
LT Of the Lrst maudter of this art whom we happened
lu sev lu The court-house or in the caucus.

We rocken the Bar, the Senate, journalism, and
1hie pulpit peaceful pruteasions ; but you cannot es-
«ape the dewand tor courasge in these, and certainly
1leio 18 Lo troe orator who is not & herv. His atta-
fude 1u the rvstrumwm or the pulpit requires that he
coubterbalance his oratory. He is the challenger,
und must answer all comers. The orator must often
r12nd with torward foot in the attitude of the de.-
tensive. His speech must be just aheuad or the
wne:embly, shead of the whole human race, or
12 is supeifluens, His speech is not to be
cistiuet from action. 1t is the eleetricity of aec-
tion. It i3 aetion ae the (General’'s word of com-
mund and the charr of battle ig action. He must
tes]l that the spuaker compremises himself; his
elaiolyv counts lor something or notbing; it is the
&1’y tu the churge and the tight, orlet hiia be silent.
You gute 2 wwn meeting where the people are
called to sowe dieagreeable duty, such as otten oc-
curred duting the war—on an occasion of A& new
uraft, tor instance. They go unwilling. 7Theyv
Lave spent their money once or twice very treely;
they by ve sent thoir best men, the young and ur-
ton(, (Lose of & 1partial tewperament, who an.
s wweied the first draft or the second, and it is noy
casy to see who else can be epared or induced to
s++.  The silence and coldness of the assembly, after
1uc meoting bas been called to order and the pur-
puse stated.ure uot very encouraging. Then a good
luan rises in the cold aud malicivas assembly and
1they say: ° Well, ¥ir, it would be more prudent to
bo sileut ; why not rest, Sir, on your good record?
vouboiy doubts your power, but tor the present ob-
jucts, we know all about it. We are tired of being

r:shed into patriotismm by people who stay at home.’
£t he taking wo connsel of such things, but only of
tee iuspiration of his to-day’s feelings, surpnses
tuern with bis tidiugs, with his better knowledge,
his larger vicw. his steady eaze at the new and
tuture, of which thev had not thought, and thev are
juterested like suv many chiidren, and be gains the
victory by prophesying where they expected repeti-
T:.wt. He Lnew they were looking behind and he
woes louking shead. and therefore it was right to
speat. Then the observers say. ‘ What a God-send
iv this auner of g wan to a town, and what facul-
tdes Le has T He is put together hke a Walitham
watch, or like u Joculnviive just tinished at tne Tred-
ayul works.’

Noutbing indicates more universal health than elo-
gnclive, und the special ingredients of this force are
vienr perdeptivn, memory, power of statement,
logic. imwaguation, or the skill to clothe your
1senght. passion, which is the key, and the grand
Ak whicli, wben leaitimnate and abiding, we call
character, and i3 the idea of highest manhood. T
Gon't kuuw but l may as well state frankly why I
cbuse this davgerous subject, which, of course,
ouly calls attention te the defects ot the speaker
v ko Lusamids it—t was simply becaunse it would give
1::0 an opporiuanity of reading to you 8 few ex-
swples of eluyuence that have given me great
pilcusure in their different styles. As soon as a
wan sbows 1are power of expression, like Chat-
Lam, Ers«ine, Webater, Patrick Henrv, Phillips,
ail the great interests, whether of State or of
jroperty, seek him w be thelr spokesman, so
tLat he is at once a potentate—a ruler of men. A
worthy gentleman, Mr. Alexander, on listening to
the debates in the Scottish Kirk, and. himself at.
tempting to speak, failing in his tirst evdeavor, and
uvelivhted ov the talent of Dr. Hugh Blair, called
ou hitn, and otfered him £1.000 sterling if he would
1=ach bim to speak with propriety in public. It
svands like a simple propositwn, and if it were kept
biv the scholar, aad with equal emrnestness by the
master, it might be successfnl. In 18431 was in
Yugluud, and saw Mr. Austin, a barrister, who was
§xid 10 receive £30,000 a yvear for services rendered
ruiltoad cowpanies. He presented the desires of
gatlroad companies to the Railroad Committee of
Pariinment. and such was his power that it was
found 10 Le well deserved. Tho great and growing
jutetests at stake in this country mmust pay propor-
tionaio prices to their advocates and defenilers.

Lat the power winch 8o fascinstes and astonishes
tbe naticns is a talent which is univerwui. All men
ale cumnpetitora in this art. We have all attended
1sceiings called for some business in which po one
Lad beforehand any great interest. Every speaker
1 1sos nowillingly, and his speech is a bad apology.
Lat it is only the first plinge which is formidable :
& dect interest and sywpathy thaws the ice, loosaus
1.6 tolgue. and will carry the cold and fearful per-
woh  ikto zeif-pussession and possession of the
sndietce. Gu nte an assembly well interest-
ed—some gugry  pohitical meeting on the eve
of a erisis, L'hen 11 uppears that elequence jis as
rstaral s swiuming, an art which ali can learng
tul sofew du. 1t only needs that they sbould be
-nshed forward into deep water, without cork, and,
sfter stzuggiing for a few mornents, they soon find
[neir ciewsent. The moust hard-fisted. brawny labor-
£ sulueliles turns ont, 10 a public assembly, to be
1. fluent and etdective orator. He 1s flled with a
voTtain creative heat which perhaps come to him
vuly once 1n his life. Whenever there is grand
civuence there is greataccumaulation of neat, which
expands all the faculties jnto power. Every man
1ay have that experience once. ‘Lhose whom we
camire, tue gleat vtaturs, have some habit of heat.
J1 4 certain cuntrol of it, an art of busbanding it, as
;¢ tueir hand was on the orgun stoy. and tbev could
use il temperately, and now let it on ip its fail
power. lrecoilect that Jenry Lind, when in this
vountry. complained of the bails, that they did not
_ive ber rouin encugh for ber voice, and she exulted

s ull Opportubity given herin great halls. She
¢ v eli Suluctimmes cubg i halls above railroad deputas.
10 is 80 Witil tuels wath this talent. They sometumes
sud thewmsetves cnld while in private companv, and
[Lessed Tt wurds. but ave them a commanding oc-
Castvls, tue inspir.tivn of 4 grest maltitude, and they
puipIisy LY LW dlv Ubiwoked-1u1 powers.  Betors
‘biey Wele oul of place, dit UL w8 canuoLs in a
palicl. L0 Le sdie lhete als shegtaitics 1o this ant.
o gueed VOle k28 a cbudit o speeth us in

Goby Selbellwies sell  chains  attediion, it

cating a rare sensibility, especially when
trained well in  all ite powers. The voice
otten indicatee what is the ramge of the

gpeaker’s mind. Mauy people have no ear for music,
but every one has an eax for akillful reading, Every
one of us hag at some time been a victim of a well-
trained voiece, parhaps been led once for all by
a harsh, indelicate s er. The voice, indeed, §a
80 delieate, and indicates the state of mind so
minutely, that I have heard an eminent preacher
say that he learns from the firat tones of his voice
on Sunday morning whether he is to have a success-
fulday. A singer cares little for the words of a song.
A good singer will make any words glorious. The
same holds with the orator. I call him in a church
a geod reader who can weave poetry into any hviun
1n the hymn-book, a thing which any orator can do.

But all this is the gvmnastics, the education of
eloquence, and not eloqueunce itself, It is said that
oue of the best orators of his time was the late
President John Quincy Adams. I bhave heard that
nv man ¢ould read the Bible with suck powerful
effect as he. 1 ean easily believe it, though 1 never
ceard him speak but twice, and then in old aﬁ]e,
when his fine voice was much broken, but the
words he could speak with that ecracked organ
showed what power might have belonged to it m
earlier manhood. If indignation makes good verses,
as Horace says, it is not less true that
indignation makes an excellent speech. In the
early days of this man, some of the audience will
recall, Mr. Adams was drawn while a Senator—no,
was appointed Professor of rhetoric or oratory in
Haivard College, ‘When he read his firat lecture
there, in 1806, not only the students heard him with
dehght. but the hall was crowded by Professors and
by unusual visitors. I remember when I entered
college hearing of the coaches in which in that
old time bhis friends came out from DBoston to
bear him. While still Professor he was elected to
the United States Senate, and while there took
such a course in the debates of that session as as-
tonished and grieved his friends in Boston.
When on his return from Washington he re-
sumed s lectures at Cambridge, his class at.
tended, but the coaches from Boston did not
come, and indeed many of his past friends de.
serted bim. In 1809 he was appointed Minister
to Russia, and resigned his charge at the univer-
sity. His Jast lecture contains some nervous allu-
sions to the treatment he had received from his old
friends. which showed how much it bad stung him,
and which gnade a profound impression on the class
of students to which he said it. Every one has
felt how superior in force is the language of the
stieet to that of the academy. Ought not the
scholar to be able to convev his meaning in terms
as sharp and strong as the porter or truckman use {
The language of tbe men of the street i3 strong,
nor can you mend it by what you call parliament-
ary. You say, ‘If he conld only express himself.’
Bat he does already better than any one can do it
for him. A man who knows hlmself about the
matter in hand, can always get the ear of an
audience to the exclusion of everybody else. The
power of their s h is that it is pertectly under-
stood by all, and I believe it to be true that when
any orator at the bar or in the Senate rises in his
thought he descends in his langnage. That is, that
when he rises to any height of thought or of pas-
sion, he comes down to a level with the ear ot all
his audience, It is the oratory of John Brown and
ot Abraham Lincoln, the one at Charlestown, the
other at Gettysburg, in the two best specimens of
oratory we have had in this countrv. 1 observe
that all distinguished poetry is wntten in the oldest
apd simplest English words. There 18 a pointabove
coarseness and below refinement where propriety
resides.”

Mr. Emerson mentioned as ope of the first in the
list of the elements of oratorv. mauliness or pres-
ence of mind, saying that it conld be produced to a
large extent by education and mingling with men of
various classes. He considered also the power of
statement. ' Speak what you do know and believe,™
he said, ““as if yon were answerable for every
word.” He closed by reading extructs from the
speeches of prominent orators.
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